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SUBJECT: SPECULATION ABOUT ADOPTION OF COLOR TV SYSTEM FOR GREECE 

1. ACCORDING TO GREEK PRESS, DURING HIS RECENT TRIP TO PARIS, 

PRIME MINISTER CONSTANTINE CARAMANLIS OFFERED SELECTION 
"IN PRINCIPLE" BY GREECE OF SECAM, THE FRENCH COLOR TV SYSTEM. 

2. EMBASSY HAS BEEN UNABLE TO VERIFY PRESS REPORT, OR IF PM 
ACTUALLY MADE PLEDGE, DEGREE OF GOG COMMITMENT OFFERED. IN 
CHECKING WITH GOVERNMENT AGENCIES CONCERNED, EMBASSY COULD 
DETECT NO SUGGESTION THAT ANY COLOR TV SYSTEM HAS THUS FAR 

BEEN ADOPTED. OFFICIAL OF GENERAL DIRECTORATE OF TELECOMMUNICATIONS, 
MINISTRY OF TRANSPORT AND COMMUNICATIONS TOLD EMBREP THAT, 

BEFORE DEPARTURE FOR PARIS, PRIME MINISTER'S STAFF REQUESTED 
REPORT ON IMPACT OF INTRODUCTION OF COLOR TV IN GREECE. GENERAL 
DIRECTORATE REPLIED THAT DURING FIRST EIGHT YEARS OF SYSTEM'S 
OPERATION THER WOULD BE DEMAND FOR 400,000 COLOR TV SETS, WHICH WOULD 

HAVE TO EITHER BE IMPORTED OR ASSEMBLED LOCALLY AT DOLS 400 
MILLION COST. ORIGINAL OF TV SETS WOULD TO LARGE EXTENT BE DETERMINED 
BY COLOR TV SYSTEM ADOPTED. TV TRANSMITTERS PRESENTLY IN OPERATION 
CAN EMIT COLOR SIGNAL UNDER EITHER SYSTEM, BUT TV STUDIOS 
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WOULD HAVE TO BE REEQUIPPED TO HANDLE COLOR TRANSMISSIONS BY 
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IMPORTED EQUIPMENT WORTH ABOUT DOLS 40 MILLION. 

3. EMBASSY WILL CONTINUE WATCHING CLOSELY DEVELOPMENTS THIS 
IMPORTANT MATTER. 

KUBISCH 
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